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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Jan. 30 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at 
the Lawrence Joel Veterans Memorial Coli-
seum. In his remarks, he referred to Linda 
Davis, chief, Winston-Salem Police Depart-
ment; Martha and David Burr, parents of 
Representative Richard Burr; former Senator 
Bob Dole and his wife, Elizabeth Dole, can-
didate for U.S. Senator for North Carolina; 

Mayor J. Allen Joines of Winston-Salem; Pat-
rick J. Ballantine, senate minority leader, 
North Carolina General Assembly; and John 
Gist, chief, Winston-Salem Fire Department. 
The Executive order of January 29 estab-
lishing the USA Freedom Corps is listed in 
Appendix D at the end of this volume. 

Statement on the National Economy 
January 30, 2002 

Today’s GDP report is positive, but we 
cannot take growth and job creation for 
granted. For the sake of America’s workers, 
I call on Congress to pass an economic 
security package that will protect American 
jobs and prosperity because I remain con-

cerned about the economy. I’m pleased 
that consumer spending contributed to to-
day’s report, demonstrating that last year’s 
bipartisan tax relief plan was the right thing 
to do for the American people and the 
American economy. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the United States Air Force Operating 
Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada 
January 30, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C. 
6961(a), notification is hereby given that 
on September 18, 2001, I issued Presi-
dential Determination 2001–27 (copy at-
tached) and thereby exercised the authority 
to grant certain exemptions under section 
6001(a) of the Act. 

Presidential Determination 2001–27 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada, 
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local 
hazardous or solid waste laws that might 
require the disclosure of classified informa-
tion concerning that operating location to 
unauthorized persons. Information con-
cerning activities at the operating location 
near Groom Lake has been properly deter-

mined to be classified, and its disclosure 
would be harmful to national security. Con-
tinued protection of this information is, 
therefore, in the paramount interest of the 
United States. 

The determination was not intended to 
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential 
exemption, RCRA or any other provision 
of law permits or requires the disclosure 
of classified information to unauthorized 
persons. The determination also was not 
intended to limit the applicability or en-
forcement of any requirement of law appli-
cable to the Air Force’s operating location 
near Groom Lake except those provisions, 
if any, that might require the disclosure 
of classified information. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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